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CHRI Programmes

CHRI seeks to hold the Commonwealth and its member countries to a high standard of human rights practice,
transparency and fulfill the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). CHRI specifically works on strategic initiatives
and advocacy on human rights, Access to Justice and Access to Information. Its research, publications, workshops,
analysis, mobilisation, dissemination and advocacy, informs the following principal programmes:

1. Access to Justice (ATJ)

e Police Reforms: In too many countries the police are seen as an oppressive instrument of the State instead
of protectors of citizens’ rights, leading to widespread rights violations and denial of justice. CHRI promotes
systemic reforms so that police act as upholders of the rule of law rather than as enforcers of a regime. CHRI’s
programme in India and South Asia aims at mobilising public support for police reforms and works to strengthen
civil society engagement on the issues. In Tanzania and Ghana, CHRI examines police accountability and its
connect to citizenry.

e Prison Reforms: CHRI’s work in prisons looks at increasing transparency of a traditionally closed system and
exposing malpractices. Apart from highlighting systematic failures that result in overcrowding and unacceptably
long pre-trial detention and prison overstays, it engages in interventions and advocacy for legal aid. Changes in
these areas can spark improvements in the administration of prisons and conditions of justice.

2. Access to Information

e Right to Information: CHRI’s expertise in the promotion of Access to Information is widely acknowledged. It
encourages countries to pass and implement effective Right to Information (RTI) laws. It routinely assists in the
development of legislation and has been particularly successful in promoting RTI laws and practices in India,
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ghana and Kenya. In Ghana, CHRI as the Secretariat for the RTI civil society
coalition, mobilised efforts to pass the law; success came in 2019 after a long struggle. CHRI regularly critiques
new legislation and intervenes to bring best practices and knowledge to the governments and civil society
both when laws are being drafted and when they are first implemented. It has experience of working in hostile
environments as well as culturally varied jurisdictions, bring valuable insights to countries seeking to evolve new
RTI laws.

e Freedom of Expression and Opinion — South Asia Media Defenders Network (SAMDEN): CHRI has developed
a regional network of media professionals to address the issue of increasing attacks on media workers and
pressure on freedom of speech and expression in South Asia. This network, the South Asia Media Defenders
Network (SAMDEN) recognises that such freedoms are indivisible and know no political boundaries. Anchored
by a core group of media professionals who have experienced discrimination and intimidation, SAMDEN has
developed approaches to highlight pressures on media, issues of shrinking media space and press freedom. An
area of synergy lies in linking SAMDEN with RTI movements and activists.

3. International Advocacy and Programming

Through its flagship Report, Easier Said Than Done, CHRI monitors the compliance of Commonwealth member
states with human rights obligations, especially at the UN Human Rights Council. It advocates around human rights
challenges and strategically engages with regional and international bodies including the UNHRC, Commonwealth
Secretariat, Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group and the African Commission for Human and People’s Rights.
Ongoing strategic initiatives include advocating for SDG 16 goals, SDG 8.7, monitoring and holding the Commonwealth
members to account and the Universal Periodic Review. We advocate and mobilise for the protection of human rights
defenders and civil society spaces.

4. SDG 8.7: Contemporary Forms of Slavery

Since 2016, CHRI has pressed the Commonwealth to commit itself towards achieving the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7, to ‘take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end
modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour,
including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms.'In July 2019 CHRI
launched the Commonwealth 8.7 Network, which facilitates partnerships between grassroots NGOs that share
a common vision to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery in Commonwealth countries. With a membership
of approximately 60 NGOs from all five regions, the network serves as a knowledge-sharing platform for
country-specific and thematic issues and good practice, and to strengthen collective advocacy.
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This book provides a basic account of law and standards on major aspects of the legal
process, with a focus on aspects involving the police. It also summarises common police
malpractices, to help spread knowledge of what the police is supposed to do as per law
against what is often done which amounts to violation of law and procedures.
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